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SB 6279 - School based health centers 

 

School based health centers are recognized as a support to allow teaching and learning to occur 

unimpeded. A number of school districts have partnered with health care sponsors to establish 

school-based health centers, which provide integrated medical, mental health and in some 

centers, dental  services to students. These school-based services promote the health and 

educational success of school-age children and adolescents. Social workers support the 

expansion of school-based health centers in SB 6279, which has the goal of having at least one 

school-based health center in every school district by the beginning of the 2025-26 school year, 

and using Medicaid and private insurance to the extent possible. While there are currently 5 other 

bills being considered to address the issues of school based health centers, SB 6279 directly 

addresses the establishment and role of school based health centers.  

 

HB 1376 & SB 5749 - Updating Faith-Based Healing Statutes 

 

Medically necessary health care is a “basic necessity of life” * And when someone is not able to 

procure that care for themselves- a child or a vulnerable adult- those who care for them need to 

do so. Social workers support HB 1376 and SB 5749, which improve the likelihood that will 

happen.  

 

Someone entrusted with the physical custody of a child or other dependent person is guilty of 

criminal mistreatment if (s)he creates a risk of death or bodily harm to the child or dependent 

person by withholding any of the basic necessities of life. Current Washington law regarding 

faith-based healing exempts practitioners of Christian Science healing, from the statutes 

of  defining “criminal mistreatment.” This is likely a violation of the constitutional prohibition 

against favoring one religion over others, and muddies the legal waters on the issue.   

 

HB 1376 and SB 5749 correct this by more broadly allowing faith-based healing, while 

removing the specific reference to Christian Science, as long as such faith-based practices do not 

pose a “clear and present danger” to the health, safety, or welfare of a child. 

 

* RCW 9A.42.005  

 

 

 

 

 



HB 2419 - Barriers to the use of the WA Death with Dignity Act 

 

People who are eligible to use the WA Death with Dignity law are finding barriers to the use of 

this option for their choice to die with peace and dignity. 

 

Because of this, social workers support HB 2419, which would enable the UW to study the 

barriers to accessing the DWD law.  The barriers identified so far include: 

a. Lack of awareness of this act and its provisions 

b. Burdens for qualified patients to meet the 15 day waiting period 

c. Concerns inhibiting participation by health care providers   

d. Policies of hospital, medical, hospice and long term care providers that restrict 

participation in and provision of information about DWD 

 

Representatives of End of Life Washington testified in favor of this study, also the WA State 

Hospital Association.  
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